
 
Hellenic Odyssey for Preservation and Enlightenment 

HOPE Summer Program, June 20th- July 16th, 2015 

 
HOPE Summer Program is initiated, operated and supported by Olympism4Humanity 
(O4H) Alliance, a global humanitarian consortium of world leading actors with expertise in 
applying Olympism to address local and global challenges. O4H Alliance provides 
individuals and organizations the inspiration; education, tools and support to create their own 
purpose-driven humanitarian venture using sport, education and culture (Olympism) for 
social change and human welfare. 
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Hellenic Odyssey for Preservation and Enlightenment (HOPE) 

Background information 

At a time when nations are challenged by failing economies, troubling security concerns, 
diminishing natural resources, formidable social problems, and strained intergroup relations, 
we are compelled to find new sources of inspiration to lift our spirits, call us to greatness, and 
move us to develop innovative solutions that will shape a better world for coming generations.  

Given the current economic recession in Greece, Olympism4Humanity Alliance is initiating 
a venture called Hellenic Odyssey for Preservation and Enlightenment (HOPE). Our vision 
is to create a Pan-Hellenic global consortium that will serve as a social capital platform for 
promoting innovation, inspiration, civic engagement, cross-cultural dialogue, and social 
entrepreneurship. HOPE targets the resolution of local social challenges such as 
unemployment, antisocial behavior, bullying and aggression, academic/school drop out, inter-
group intolerance, social isolation and disengagement. 

HOPE aims to recruit, inspire and support committed entrepreneurs with ongoing mentoring; 
cultural and educational exchange programs; heritage preservation initiatives; capacity 
building, civic engagement, and social entrepreneurship ventures. HOPE will provide unique 
opportunities to preserve and utilize the core Hellenic virtues and heritage in the modern world 
and to support, inspire and equip Hellenes and Philhellenes to become socially engaged 
individuals that embrace innovation, youth development and social transformation in their 
respective communities. The ultimate goal of this project is to create the conditions and 
supporting mechanisms for social innovation and entrepreneurship, inspired by (a) Marathon, 
Athenian, Olympian and Macedonian virtues and ideals, (b) Alexander the Great, Socrates, 
Aristotle and Ancient Hellenic legacy, (c) history and practices of athletic, educational and 
cultural diplomacy, and (f) global citizenship, civic engagement and democratic governance 
heritage. 

HOPE Inspirations, Foundations & Virtues  

• Marathon HOPE: (Resilience, Peacebuilding, Determination)  
• Athens HOPE (Wisdom, Philosophy, Democracy)  
• Delphi HOPE (Imagination, Creativity, Innovation, Technology, Cyberspace)  
• Olympia HOPE (Olympic Values, Arêtes/Virtue , Cultural and Educational Diplomacy)  
• Epidaurus HOPE (Performing Arts, Literature, Poetry and Creative Writing)  
• Macedonia HOPE (Global citizenship, Cultural and Educational Diplomacy) 
• Alexander the Great HOPE (Humankind Defender, Friendship & Collaboration) 
• Panellinios HOPE (Revival of Olympic Games, History, Regeneration) 
• Kyriakides HOPE (Humanity, Youth Engagement, Determination, Sport Philanthropy) 
• Socrates HOPE (Youth Education, Wisdom, Socratic Pedagogy and Wisdom) 
• Aristotle HOPE (Perfect Friendship, Eudemonia,  Arête- Ethics and Virtue) 
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First Steps of HOPE 

HOPE Summer Program, June 20th- July 16th, 2015 

The first step of the Hellenic Odyssey for Preservation of Enlightenment (HOPE) venture is 
the implementation of a month-long HOPE Summer Program that will take place in Greece 
from June 20th – July 16th, 2015. 

HOPE Summer Program has multiple goals and emphasizes the use of Olympism as a vehicle 
for promoting social change, civic engagement, innovation and social justice. HOPE Summer 
Program will recruit, inspire, train and empower Greek and philhellene youth from Greece 
and the diaspora to become agents of positive social change, who will actively engage in social 
entrepreneurship program initiation and delivery.  
 
HOPE Summer Program’s curriculum is grounded on more than 25 years of experience in 
youth programming, scholarship, academic endeavors, and scientific evidence from the field 
on topics related to international development, conflict transformation, cultural and educational 
tourism and diplomacy, organizational and social change, public and community health, 
resilience, youth development, applied Olympic education and civic engagement foundations 
tailored to individual social entrepreneurship projects.  

During the HOPE Summer Program, participants will have the opportunity to develop their 
personal social entrepreneurship projects, which will be implemented in their respective 
communities during the following academic year, with site visits, webinars, Skype conferences 
and ongoing support from Olympism4Humanity Alliance mentors. The 3 most successful 
projects will receive scholarships to participate in and present their projects at the 2016 
Olympism4Humanity Summit. 

Theme:  Hellenic heritage, inspirations and applications in the modern world 

What are the topics to be covered? 

• Social entrepreneurship and civic engagement,  
• Public and community health,  
• International relations, cultural and educational diplomacy 
• E-platforms, innovation, IT, cyber security,  
• Performing arts, resilience and community building,  
• Human rights, immigration and cross-cultural dialogue and global citizenship 
• Socrates, Aristotle and Ancient Hellenic philosophy and legacy,  
• Olympic Truce and Olympism for humanity foundations,  
• Odyssey, resilience and lessons applied to the modern world,  
• Cultural events and visits in archeological sites,  
• Alexander the Great legacy,  
• Stylianos Kyriakides ideals,  
• Research and/or community project design, delivery and fundraising 
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 HOPE Summer Program Application Process 

Who Can Apply? 

HOPE Summer Program is open to Lyceum/High School Students (9th- 12th grade) and 
undergraduate college students from Greece and Diaspora.  

Highly motivated high school and undergraduate students with drive and commitment to 
serving as agents of change, innovation and inspiration in the global community. We are 
currently accepting applications from USA, Canada, Cyprus, Greece and South Africa. 

Itinerary: 6 Days in Marathon and Athens, 1 day in Epidaurus, 14 days in Olympia, 1 day in 
Delphi, 7 Days in Thessaloniki 

Program registration fee: 4,250 Euro 

The program registration fees cover the following: 

(a) 26-days accommodation and meals in Marathon, Olympia, Athens and Thessaloniki  
(b)27 days extensive training from prominent O4H Alliance experts and mentors 
(c) Access to the IOA library, Athens 2004 archives and the Olympic Museum in Thessaloniki  
(d)Fees for visit to the Olympic Museum in Ancient Olympia, Olympic Museum in Thessaloniki, 

Acropolis Museum, Archeological and Byzantine Museums of Thessaloniki and museums in 
Delphi and Macedonia 

(e) Fees for the visit to Ancient Olympia's and other archaeological sites in Delphi, Marathon, 
Epidaurus, Athens and Macedonia  

(f) Transportation from Athens, Marathon, Olympia, Delphi, Epidaurus, Thessaloniki,  
(g)Participation in the O4H Summit, and  
(h) Ongoing support and mentoring from O4H Alliance during individual program design and 

delivery during the 2015-2016 academic year. 

The program registration fees do not include international travel expenses to Athens, 
Greece. 

Application Process: Personal information and Personal Statement essay submitted online at 
http://olympism4humanity.com  

Personal Statement: In 250-300 words please tell us what you hope to gain through this 
program and why you consider yourself a good candidate for this program. 

Skype Interview: Shortlisted applicants will be invited for interview via Skype For further 
information contact the O4H administrator at olympism4humanity@gmail.com 

Be part of history- make your first steps of HOPE and light up your Olympism for Humanity 
torch by submitting your online application for the 2015 HOPE Summer Program at 
http://olympism4humanity.com 

Limited space to 30 HOPE Summer Program participants 

Registration is now open until May 31st , 2015 
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